
Welcome to Derinya! 
Stepping into Prep is all about managing the transition into school 
for children and parents. Our classroom focus is centred on children 
becoming familiar with and understanding their classroom routines 
and their school environment. In Term 1, we introduce the Derinya 
school values and place a major focus on Responsibility, Respect, 
Resilience and Friendship. Children quickly learn to be responsible 
for their belongings and those of others, including hanging up their 
own school bag, returning notices and changing readers. We would 
appreciate your support in encouraging their independence. 

Homework 
Homework for Term 1 will involve nightly reading and regular practise of 
the OWL Words (Oxford Word List). The children will be given 

the OWL words, one 
colour at a time, 

b e g i n n i n g w i t h 
Red. The children 

w i l l t h e n 
p r o g r e s s 
t h r o u g h 

l e a r n i n g t o 
r e a d t h e 

w o r d s a t 
t h e i r o w n 
pace. Please 
n o t e t h a t 

these words are “sight words” - children need 
to recognise these words automatically without having to sound them out. Once 
settled into school, your child’s teacher will organise take home readers and the 
OWL words to be practised on a daily basis. 

Mathletics codes will be given to your child early in the year which will be pasted 
into the front of their reader books and the students are encouraged to log on at 
home and play live Mathletics and undertake tasks on a weekly basis. 
www.mathletics.com.au  

WHAT’S ON? 
February 4. First full 
day for Foundation. 

February 6. No school 
for Foundation 

February 13. No 
school for Foundation 

February 14. School 
Photos 

February 19. 
Foundation 
information night 
Maths & English. 

Drinks for new 
families. 

February 20. No 
school for Foundation 

February 27. No 
school for Foundation 

February 28. Disco 

March 6. No school for 
Foundation 

March 11. Labour Day 
Public Holiday 

March 29. Derinya 
School Fair 

April 5. Last day of 
Term 1

uccello.rebecca.r@edumail.vic.gov.au 
rothwell.nikki.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
merry.serena.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
smith.julianne.c@edumail.vic.gov.au 
beckhouse.samantha.s@edumail.vic.gov.au 
summerfield.zoe.e@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Curriculum

Foundation Year

Contact Us

Term 1, 2019Foundation Year

“We can learn and play at the same time”
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English 
Through investigations and developmental play we focus on listening and speaking and practise 
skills that are essential for language development, for learning and for relating to others. Children 
learn to express their own ideas, feelings and thoughts clearly and respond to others appropriately, 
in a range of situations. The processes of becoming a reader and a writer are inextricably linked. We 
encourage the love of reading from a wide variety of reading strategies – shared reading, guided 
reading and modelled reading. We also encourage parents to read with their children each night to 
further develop their reading skills.   

Inquiry 
Inquiry in Term 1 explores the Big Idea, “We can learn and play at the same time”. Children will 
engage in play-based activities, both free choice and structured, to develop an understanding of 
themselves and others. They will develop strategies for co-operative play, sharing and problem 
solving. Developing oral language skills is a key part of our Inquiry unit in Term 1, as students will 
verbally share about their play experiences with their classmates. 

Maths 
Our focus is on the exploration of number in the context of children’s own experiences. Play-based 
learning allows Foundation teachers to plan hands-on numeracy experiences that involve counting, 
ordering and comparing numbers. Investigating shapes and informal methods of measuring are also 
explored in a hands-on way. Interactive whiteboards and iPads are used to enhance our numeracy 
program with number experiences and games. Home support could include – Mathletics, card 
games, bingo, counting games, and activities that involve writing numbers.  

Specialist Programs 
Physical Education. In Term 1, Foundation students are introduced to individual and 
group activities and games. They begin to learn the basics of running, jumping, throwing 
and catching, and how to safely use space and equipment. Each lesson they will be 
encouraged to have fun, be active and improve their skills. 

Science. Throughout Term 1, Foundation children will be introduced to the Science 
program and learning space. They will be exploring the concept: ‘I am a Scientist’ and 
learning about equipment and safety in the lab and what scientists do (they look, gather, 
test, share and listen). Students will work individually, in partnerships and in groups to 
conduct activities and will represent their observations in drawings and discussions. 

Japanese. Foundation students will have fun discovering how to speak, sing and follow 
instructions in Japanese. Topics for this term include greetings, numbers (counting & 
age) and classroom items. Children will also locate Japan on the globe and identify 
items from Japan in daily life.  

Performing Arts. During Term 1, the Foundation students will be studying dance in 
Performing Arts. They will explore music through dance using a variety of high, 
medium and low body movements. They will practise breathing, body shapes, stillness 
and movement in time to the music and within their own personal space. They will be 
given opportunities to create their own actions both individually and in groups to build 
their confidence.  

Visual Arts. In Term 1, the Foundation Visual Art Program will include lessons that 
will familiarise the children with the art room, its materials and equipment. Among 
other things they will complete a painting and a collage based on the theme of ‘Under 
the water’. 
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