
Welcome to Term 2! 
Welcome to Term 2 – a very busy and productive term ahead! NAPLAN week is in 
the 3rd week of May and is an important week for Grade 3. We have Parent/Teacher 
interview in the second week plus an exciting incursion in the Star Lab, visiting us 
after NAPLAN.  

Social Skills 
Social skills and wellbeing continue to be taught and are referred to with a regular 
focus. They are based on our Derinya Values and our GEM program, formed on the 
researched principles of empathy, mindfulness and gratefulness, being the keys to 

happiness. 

Inquiry 
 In Term 2 our big idea will be: “The 
Earth, Sun and Moon (and their 
connectedness)” This unit will help 

focus on developing the students’ 
understanding of the Earth, Sun 
and Moon and how they are 

connected. Our students will also 
be focusing on the skills of note 

taking and highlighting important 
information. The essential questions the students will investigate are: - How 

does the Earth’s rotation affect life on our planet? - How does the Moon affect our planet? - 
Why is the Sun important?                                                                                                              
Students will explore Venn diagrams to demonstrate their understanding of the connections 
between the Earth, Sun and Moon. There will be a class Moon Facts and Diary undertaken at 
school. We will also be participating in an incursion from Star Lab to further our 
understandings. At the end of our Unit of Inquiry, the students will create their own question, 
based on information collected. The research question will be answered in the format of an 
Information report. We will then send our reports to the Star Lab to showcase the students’ 
learning. Their STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) task will be 
designing and making a moon buggy that can safely transport an egg. We are looking forward to 
Moon buggy design briefs and prototypes! 

Homework 
Homework books are sent home on a Wednesday, to be completed and returned by the following 
Monday. Weekly homework consists of reading for 20 minutes x 5 nights per week, set Mathletics 
tasks and an allocated spelling words activity. Please ensure that your child’s reading log is filled in 
nightly and signed weekly, to be returned with their Homework books on the Wednesday.
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“The Earth, Sun and Moon (and their connectedness)”

WHAT’S ON? 
April 23. First day of 
Term 2 

April 25. ANZAC Day 

May 2. Parent-
Teacher Interviews 

May 3. Curriculum 
Day (student-free) 

May 9. Mother’s Day 
Stall 

May 14-16 NAPLAN 
Testing 

May 20. Starlab 
Incursion 

May 24. House Cross 
Country 

June 10. Queen’s 
Birthday Public 
Holiday 

June 20. School Disco 

June 26. Mid-year 
Reports Published 

June 28. End of Term 
2
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English 
Reading – Students continue to be familiarized with different reading strategies that 
encourage them to think within, about and beyond the text. Our particular focuses this 
term are ‘making connections’ and ‘visualising’. Discussing the text read at home, is a 
wonderful opportunity to encourage your child to connect with reading. The class 
novel we will be reading and exploring is, ‘The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe’ by 
C.S. Lewis.   

We will also start the term by revising the structure and features of Persuasive and 
Narrative writing. To follow, will be a wonderful focus on Poetry. Then our students will 
write an Information Report, linking to our Unit of Inquiry, The Earth, Sun and Moon. 
Handwriting and correct letter formation, continues to be a focus in Term 2. We 
continue to teach spelling rules and strategies [H.F.W. and Sound Waves].  

Maths 
Mathematics is a daily focus and is structured around whole class and mixed groups. 
Our focus for Term 1 will be on: place value, number, counting patterns, odd and even 
numbers, rounding numbers, addition, subtraction, time, length, mass, capacity, area 
and perimeter and problem solving, using the Derinya Problem Solving Strategies. The 
students will be involved in regular Maths groupings, which will cover different topics. 
These groups are fluid and will cater for each student’s individual needs, using a 
comprehensive range of activities and apps.  

Specialist Programs 
Physical Education. In Term 2, Grade 3 students will work to improve 
their motor skills, hand eye coordination and physical fitness. There will be 
a focus on all students improving their own skills as well as helping and 
encouraging others to improve.  They will also participate in this year’s 
Derinya Cross Country event on Thursday 24th of May at Overport Park. 
Performing Arts. During Term 2, the Grade 3 students will be studying 
drama Script reading taught them about the dramatic elements of 
movement, voice, gesture, mood and storytelling and have enhanced their 
drama skills through the performance of circus performance. 
Visual Arts. In Term 2, the Grade 3 Art Program will further develop the 
student’s knowledge and understanding of the elements of colour, line, 
shape and form. Using their novel study, The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe by C.S Lewis as inspiration, the students will use painting, 
collage and drawing skills to create a series of artwork inspired by this 
book.  
Science. Throughout the semester, Grade 3KB, 3NW AND 3SN students 
will be exploring matter and the molecular behaviour of solids, liquids and 
gases. They will engage in a variety of practical activities involving various 
states of matter and observe the changes to these states. Grade 3HA and 
3JN Students will be exploring Fascinating Fossils through a variety of 
explorative activities. They will match real fossils to their once living thing 
and identify how investigating fossils can help us understand the past.  
Japanese. Grade 3 students are making great progress in their learning 
and application of Hiragana script! They will extend their knowledge with 
a range of exciting learning resources and learn to type in Japanese on the 
iPads!
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