
Welcome to Term 2! 
Welcome back to Derinya for Term 2. We have an exciting term ahead 
filled with lots of learning; we can’t wait to get started!  

Social Skills 
This term, Grade 4 students will participate in the GEM (gratefulness, 
empathy and mindfulness) program. They will have a fortnightly lesson 
with their class teacher learning how to apply these necessary strategies 
into their daily lives to become more resilient.  

Homework 
Our homework system will run the same as it did in Term 1. It is expected 
that students are completing:  

Reading - 5 nights x 20 
minutes 

Spelling Activity - 1 x 20 
minutes 

Mathletics - 2 tasks per 
week  

Maths 
Building on from Place Value in Term 1, 

Grade 4 students will now strengthen their understanding of addition and 
subtraction in a variety of ways. By providing students with real-life problem 
solving questions they will develop more efficient mental and written strategies to 
solve addition and subtraction problems. In our Measurement sessions, we will 
then begin to extend student’s knowledge of using formal units to measure mass, 
capacity, volume and length. We will also work on the concept of time; telling the 
time to the minute and calculating elapsed time. This is a great opportunity to 
practise reading the time on an analogue clock at home.  Students will also be 
introduced to angles and shape later on in the term. For our Statistic and Probability 
sessions, the students will be collecting data, creating graphs and interpreting data. 
Targeting Maths 4’ will be an app that is also used to support the children’s 
understanding.
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‘How do the materials used by people from different cultures and continents 
affect life on Earth?’ 

WHAT’S ON? 
April 23. First day of 
Term 2 

April 25. ANZAC Day 

May 2. Parent-
Teacher Interviews 

May 3. Curriculum 
Day (student-free) 

May 9. Mother’s Day 
Stall 

May 14. Excursion to 
CERES Recycling 

May 24. House Cross 
Country 

June 10. Queen’s 
Birthday Public 
Holiday 

June 17-28 Grade 4 
Swimming 

June 20. School Disco 

June 26. Mid-year 
Reports Published 

June 28. End of Term 
2
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English 
Students will enjoy a jam-packed term of reading! Each student’s reading will be 
closely monitored with a formal running record and support and extension will be 
offered through weekly guided reading sessions. We will be having regular class 
instruction on how to better understand and use the comprehension strategies of: 
Author’s Purpose, Cause and Effect, Inference, Compare and Contrasting and Making 
Connections. Grade 4’s are encouraged to make the most of their time visiting the 
school library by borrowing a Lexile book to take home to enjoy, then complete their 
Reading Diary on a daily basis. In writing Grade 4 students will move on from recounts 
to explore the genres of Persuasive and Procedural texts. They will use elements of 
VCOP (vocabulary, connectives, openers and punctuation) to add variety and creativity 
to their written work. Editing will continue to be a large focus where students will be 
taught specific skills on how to proofread and make adjustments to their first drafts. 
Each student will have individual writing goals and their progress will be shown in 
their Seesaw portfolio. Speaking and listening activities will take on an important role 
this term. Students will watch Behind the News on a weekly basis and have a task to 
complete after the show commences.  

Inquiry 
This term’s Inquiry unit takes students on an amazing learning adventure where they 
discover deep insight into ‘How do the materials used by people from different cultures 
and continents affect life on Earth?’ Students will develop a greater environmental 
conscious and awareness of how their actions and behaviour can have huge 
consequences (negative and positive) on the environment. Students will understand 
how pollution, excess waste and e-waste contribute to many of the world’s problems. 
Their learning will be supported with an exciting excursion to a sustainability centre 
where they will learn about reusable items, reducing single use plastic items, 
composting cycles and worm farms. Students will then teach others about the 
importance of looking after our precious environment.  

Specialist Programs 
Physical Education. In Term 2 Grade 4 students will focus on improving 
their health and fitness, as well as completing a unit on Invasion games. 
They will also participate in this year’s Derinya Cross Country event on 
Thursday 24th of May at Overport Park. 
Science. In Term 2, Grade 4 students will be investigating forces and 
movement in a unit called Moving Machines. They will be studying different 
types of simple and compound machines and experiment with moving 
objects. They will also learn about the forces that impact on movement and 
then work in teams and individually to design and make successful moving 
objects using their knowledge of physics and engineering. 
Japanese. Grade 4 students will further their Japanese language and 
intercultural learning through participation in an e-pal exchange program. 
They will also use their paper phones for role play skits during each lesson. 
Performing Arts. During Term 2, the Grade 4 students were improving 
their skills on the recorder and learning to play the drums and ukulele, 
gaining a deeper understanding of the concepts of written music, reading 
notes and correct timing. There will also be a choir and singing component 
in each lesson. 
Visual Arts. During Term 2, the Grade 4 Art Program will concentrate on 
the elements of colour, form and texture. The students will develop their 
weaving skills this term and lessons will focus on the skills needed to create 
their own loom board and master the weave technique. Then, using their 
novel How to Train a Dragon as inspiration, they will turn their weaving 
into a dragon artwork. 
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