
Welcome to Grade 5! 
After such a busy Term 1 we are looking forward to a more relaxing Term 2. 
Important dates to remember are Parent Teacher Interviews in week 2 and 
NAPLAN in week 4, more information on these to follow. We will continue to 
revise important topics to prepare the students. We will also practise 
Mindfulness through our GEM program to allow the students to be as calm and 
stress free as possible.  

English 
During Term 2 we will be spending the first three weeks continuing our 
preparation for NAPLAN. Our writing focus is the Persuasive and Narrative 
genres, emotive and descriptive language.  We will also look at journal writing, list 
writing, report writing and presentation to an audience. There will be a specific 
focus on oral presentations and listening skills. To support students’ foundations 
in all literacy skills we will also continue to use our self-paced spelling program, 
study adjectives, nouns, homophones, homographs, synonyms, commas, 
compound words and dictionary skills. We will continue 

to practise the skill of editing work and 
‘upscaling’ our vocabulary through revising. 
This term will see the introduction of the 
students writing booklet, which allows them 
to self assess their writing and set goals for 
the future. 

Inquiry 
‘Why is it important to recognise and 
understand my emotions and how they 
affect my health and well-being?’ We will 

explore how the media and role models affect our emotions and the 
way we behave, along with strategies for dealing with negative emotions. We will focus 
on stress management around NAPLAN. Students will explore how Art can be a 
powerful outlet for emotional expression. Students will rotate through five art 
activities as well as creating a separate piece of their own inspiration. Towards the end 
of term, we will have an exhibition to celebrate their journey, dates to follow. 

Social Skills 
Through the continued use of our Derinya GEM program students will have an ongoing 
focus on resilience, friendship and integrity. We will hold monthly Grade 5 meetings 
which reflect and celebrate students who consistently display these traits. During the 
term the students will have the opportunity to have a one on one interview with their 
teacher to promote student voice, agency and leadership. 
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‘Why is it important to recognise and understand my emotions and how they 
affect my health and well-being?’

WHAT’S ON? 
April 23. First day of 
Term 2 

April 25. ANZAC Day 

May 2. Parent-
Teacher Interviews 

May 3. Curriculum 
Day (student-free) 

May 9. Mother’s Day 
Stall 

May 14-16 NAPLAN 
Testing 

May 24. House Cross 
Country 

June 10. 
Queen’s Birthday 
Public Holiday 

June 20. School Disco 

June 26. Mid-year 
Reports Published 

June 28. End of Term 
2

Grade 5

mailto:wilken.anne.l@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:cleary.tania.l@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:trend.helen.e@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:wylie.joel.d@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:grant.Ashlee.A@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:wilken.anne.l@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:cleary.tania.l@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:trend.helen.e@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:wylie.joel.d@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:grant.Ashlee.A@edumail.vic.gov.au


Maths 
In early Term 2, as preparation for NAPLAN, we will continue to re-visit many of the 
concepts from Grade 4. We will study BODMAS, worded Maths problems, nets, 
percentages and decimals with the assistance of using money for practical examples, 
map reading, equivalent fractions and addition and subtraction of fractions; two-
dimensional representations of three-dimensional objects. Throughout all these 
investigations we will also maintain a weekly focus of developing greater skills and 
competencies in recall of basic multiplication and division facts (tables), and revise 
the four operations. Each fortnight we will continue to set Mathletics homework tasks 
to complement the weekly focus as well as practise NAPLAN strategies in the 
immediate weeks of term. 

Homework 
Homework for Term 2 is to consolidate and reinforce familiar content being taught in 
class.  
The students will have: 

Reading requirements 
Spelling homework 
Mathletics tasks 
Inquiry/Welfare activities 

All activities will be outlined in detail in student’s homework books and/or diaries. If 
your child has any concerns with their work, please have them speak to their teacher 
early in the week. It is essential that students learn to time manage their work tasks 
and take responsibility for their own learning. 

Specialist Programs 
Physical Education. In Term 2, Grade 5 students will work to improve 
their skills and fitness with skipping ropes, as well as an Invasion games 
unit. They will also participate in this year’s Derinya Cross Country event 
on Thursday 24th of May at Overport Park. 

Science. In Term 2, Grade 5 students will be learning about Space and the 
Solar System. They will be researching, collecting and presenting 
information about the planets, stars, asteroids, meteorites and comets. 
Students will focus on their observation skills as well as their recall of 
information and understanding the impact of scientific advancement and 
technology in space exploration. 

Japanese. This term, students in Grade 5 will write aerograms to the 
Kindai students whom they hosted in their class last term. They will also 
study the story of Sadako and the 1,000 cranes and work on a peace 
project with classmates. 

Performing Arts. During Term 2, the Grade 5 students will be studying 
drama. The students will be learning about the dramatic elements of 
movement, voice, gesture, mood and symbol through different drama 
conventions such as mime, melodrama, reading scripts and creating their 
own dramatic plays.  

Visual Arts. This term, the Grade 5 Art Program will incorporate the 
elements of shape, colour, value and form. Using the Grade 5 novel, 
Wonder by R.J Palacio as inspiration, the students will complete a series of 
lessons to develop their skills of portrait drawing before completing a self-
portrait to bring together all of the skills they have learnt during the term. 
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