
Welcome to Term 2! 
What a busy and exciting term we have coming up, including our 
week at Camp Coonawarra in Stratford and an excursion to the 
Immigration Museum in Melbourne (we will need parent helpers for 
this excursion so please pencil it in your diary if you can help). In 
and around these activities we will continue to prepare your 
children for secondary school. We are now using the 6 Space for 
collaborative group sessions and differentiated learning. We are 
guiding and developing the children’s independent work habits 
and developing their awareness of their own learning style. In 
conjunction with this we work very hard with the students to 
develop their self- confidence, organisation, resilience and 
independence. We encourage them to solve their own problems 
and move quickly over small upsets. We hear back from many 
high schools that Derinya students are strong, confident 
students who are well-organised, with positive attitudes to their 
learning. Please support us in teaching them how to be resilient 

and confident, and how to move 
on quickly from small upsets.   

Social Skills 
We are working with the students to develop their “sense of community”, 

encouraging them to notice, care and lead those around them. As Grade 6 
students are leaders of the school we are encouraging them to set good 

examples and help others in need. We are also continuing to work hard 
to build their resilience. It is interesting to note that the most resilient 

and independent children that we have in Grade Six who are most 
ready for high school are the ones whose parents we rarely see, they encourage their children to move on from 

problems quickly and positively and also teach their child to keep things in perspective. We will be doing a lot of work this 
term in these essential skills to prepare the students for life in high school. Each day we witness the students being more 
mature, resilient, self-confident and independent. However, please contact us if there is ever an ongoing issue that is not 
being resolved. That is when we need to step in and we can’t do this if we don’t know about it. 

Homework 
Homework will continue to be a reflection of the work that we cover in class. This term it will commence on Tuesdays and is 
due to be completed by the following Monday by 9am. Homework will start in Week 2. It will consist of activities that will 
need to be completed on “Reading Plus” and “Maths Online.” Students are also expected to read every night and continue to 
practise their times tables and automatic response. This term we offer a Homework Club on Thursday mornings at 8.30am in 
the 6 Space for anyone who needs help with their homework. Please encourage your child to use this session if they need 
help. High Schools usually offer homework clubs and it is good to educate students in seeing the value in these sessions.  

potts.jayne.s@edumail.vic.gov.au 
waterworth.monica.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 
clark.ebony.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
williams.derek.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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“Why and how did Australia become ‘one nation’ and how did immigration shape and influence the 
Australia we have today?”

WHAT’S ON? 
April 23. First day of 
Term 2 

April 25. ANZAC Day 

May 2. Parent-
Teacher Interviews 

May 3. Curriculum 
Day (student-free) 

May 9. Mother’s Day 
Stall 

May 13-17 Camp 
Coonawarra 

May 24. House Cross 
Country 

June 10. Queen’s 
Birthday Public 
Holiday 

June 14. Winter 
Lightning 
Premiership 

June 18. Immigration 
Museum Excursion 

June 20. School Disco 

June 26. Mid-year 
Reports Published 

June 28. End of Term 
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English 
Throughout this term we will run differentiated groups in many areas of English. At 
varying times the students will be grouped for writing, spelling, grammar and punctuation 
allowing them to learn at a level and pace most suited to their learning needs.  

Our Term 2 reading and comprehension studies will focus on the work of author, Morris 
Gleitzman. Our literacy studies aim to engage students in the study of literary texts of 
personal, cultural, social and aesthetic value. In addition to this, much of our literacy work 
will be based around our Inquiry unit on Immigration.  

Maths 
In Maths we are still focusing on strengthening number skills including place value, 
decimals, percentages, fractions, negative numbers and the four processes. Alongside that 
we also cover measurement, probability, mapping and geometric shapes. It is expected 
now that all Grade Six students will know their times tables. Please, please, please support 
your child in improving their times tables recall speed.  

Inquiry Learning 
Our Inquiry unit this term is based on the question; “Why and how did Australia become 
‘one nation’ and how did immigration shape and influence the Australia we have today?” 
Whilst exploring the development of Australia we investigate the people and events that 
have shaped our nation as well as looking at the influences from other countries that have 
made our country what it is today. Students learn to appreciate Australia’s distinctive 
path of social, economic and political development.   

Specialist Programs 
Physical Education. In Term 2, Grade 6 students will participate in an 
Invasion games unit, and improve their skills with skipping ropes. They will 
also be practising their Winter Sports in preparation for the Winter Lightning 
Premiership on Friday 14th of June. Students will participate in this year’s 
Derinya Cross Country event on Thursday 24th of May at Overport Park. 
Science. In Term 2, Grade 6 students will be comparing different ways in 
which energy can be transformed from one form to another to generate 
electricity. They will immerse themselves in activities involving the 
construction of electrical circuits and testing electrical conductors and 
insulators. Students continue to refine their Science Inquiry Skills through 
focuses on considered predictions, written conclusions and the communication 
of their ideas, methods and findings in diagrams.  
Japanese. Grade 6 students will be challenged to create and present a pet or 
character of their choice. They will be expected to research relevant 
vocabulary to talk about their pet/character in detail. We will conclude the 
term with a study of the Tokyo Olympics song, Tokyo Ondo 2020! 
Performing Arts. During Term 2, the Grade 6 students will be studying 
music. They will be learning to play the keyboard and ukulele, gaining an 
understanding of how to read music, learn chords and notes and play songs 
through Keyboard Karate and special ukulele tunes. They will also form a 
grade 6 choir learning new singing and vocal skills. 
Visual Arts. This term the Grade 6 Art Program will incorporate the elements 
of line, shape and colour when creating an artwork based on the famous artist 
and architect, Friedensreich Hundertwasser. They will explore the famous 
features of his art and architecture, and recreate their own piece of work 
using his artworks as inspiration.
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